
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 From the Pastor 
 This year Lent begins on February 22 
with a worship service on Ash Wednesday at 
7:00 pm.  You will notice from this Newsletter 
that there have been several changes at the 
Conference Level and many announcements 
for the next month. I think we can look forward 
to a very active 2023. 
 January 14th was the Ordination of 
Nicole Herda as a minister in the United 
Church of Christ.  She will be installed as the 
Pastor of ST. Peter’s UCC in Kiel in March.  
Grace’s musical group Faithsong provided the 
music, and Rev. Dr. Christopher Grundy of 
Eden Seminary wrote a song for the occasion 
based on Nicole’s chosen scripture reading. 
(Mark 12:28-33)  Nicole led the responsive 
singing of the Lord’s Prayer. Rev. Dr. Karl 
Kuhn read the Psalm of the day, and Rev. Dr. 
Julie of Lakeland, Rev. Nathan Athorp, and 
other familiar pastors were in attendance. A 
Potluck lunch was served after the event. 
28 One of the scribes came near and heard 
them disputing with one another, and seeing 
that he answered them well he asked him, 
“Which commandment is the first of 
all?” 29 Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O 
Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30 you 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind 
and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is 
this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
There is no other commandment greater than 
these.”  
It is also one of my favorites.  Rev. Dr. 
Christopher Grundy provided some additional 
information on the passage.  He talked about 
the Greek word used in this passage for love. 
Dr. Grundy said the love used is referring to  

 
 
divine love.  It is first God’s love that has been 
given to us, that exists within us.  From that 
divine love residing within each one of us, we 
are to return that very same love to God and to 
neighbor, and to love ourselves as God loves 
us. 
February we celebrate human Love on St. 
Valentine’s Day.  We also start our Lenten 
Journey that leads us through the great gift of 
Love that God gave humanity in the person of 
Jesus of Nazareth. My wish for you this year is 
that you remember to love God, neighbor, and 
also importantly- love yourself.  You are a 
creation of God filled with divine love given to 
you by God. 
Love and Peace, Pastor Diane         

-------------------- 
A document from 2014 listed one of the goals 
to become more connected with the 
Conference.  The sale of the Conference 
Center in DeForest has been completed and 
the office is moving to Green Lake. There have 
been several changes in Conference and 
Camp staff in the last couple of months. Here 
is a message from Conference Minister Rev. 
Franz Rigert: 

Dear friends throughout the Wisconsin 
Conference:   
 
Greetings in the name of the incarnate Christ, 
who brings light and love to the world in these 
dormant days of winter. In this season of 
Epiphany, I pray God’s radiance and grace will 
bring hope and lift spirits.   
 
I write today to reflect on three significant 
changes in our Conference life brought about 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 

BETHEL MESSENGER 
February 2023 
 
 
 
 2016 
 20122012 

Bethel UCC, W4225 County Line Road, Elkhart Lake, WI  53020 
www.bethelucc-ada.org  (920) 565-2977 

 

http://www.bethelucc-ada.org/


 
 
 
 
 

Page 2 

 
Bethel Messenger 

First, it hastened our transition from cherished 
Lay Academy gatherings to an all-online 
educational platform now known as the 
Damascus Project. Second, it devastated our 
camping and retreat programming, leaving 
United Church Camps, Inc. with an 
insurmountable level of debt. And third, it 
prompted a significant shift to remote staff 
work. Each of these realities brought lament 
and fresh opportunities.  
 
Last week, we announced with great joy the 
calling of the Rev. Dr. Stephanie Perdew to 
be the new director of the Damascus 
Project. She possesses exceptional skills 
that will move us forward. I encourage you 
to check out the Damascus website, join 
any course that interests you, and help us 
build a robust online learning community.   
 
In late spring, UCCI confronted the reality that 
the only way to remain solvent was to sell 
Daycholah Center. This was deeply troubling to 
all of us who have experienced sacred 
moments on those hallowed grounds, 
especially given our recent covenantal 
conversations with the Ho Chunk Nation, in 
which we promised to honor the effigy mounds 
on site and to rededicate our ministry there 
using the original Ho Chunk name for Green 
Lake – Daycholah. The thought of letting go of 
this pristine place seemed a travesty given our 
spiritual values and plans to create a center for 
learning and teaching around racial justice, 
respect for Indigenous people and land, and 
care for creation.   
 
At the same time, it became clear to the board 
and staff that our reduced use of the Trost 
Center in DeForest – down to 25% of former 
volume – would continue post-pandemic. Most 
meetings remain online. Smartphones and 
laptops allow for remote work to be carried out 
efficiently. Although the staff cherishes “hub” 
Tuesdays, the one day of the week when four 
or five of us gather in the office (and we 
particularly look forward to our once-a-month, 
all-staff in-person meeting) the reality is that 

evolving working trends raise critical questions 
about the faithful stewardship of our brick-and-
mortar assets.   
 
The Conference board of directors responded 
positively to the idea of a Conference purchase 
of Daycholah Center, a proposed 2023 sale of 
the Trost Center and the eventual move of our 
Conference home base to Daycholah. The 
UCCI and Wisconsin Conference boards came 
to full agreement on a roughly $2.4 million 
investment by the Conference in UCCI for the 
transfer of the Daycholah deed to the 
Conference. The agreement, to be signed late 
next week, alleviates significant UCCI debt, 
provides sufficient resources for a three- to 
four-year reboot of our camp and retreat 
ministries, and positions the two organizations 
in closer partnership for future shared ministry. 
Our hope is that this investment provides 
“intrinsic dividends” to Outdoor Ministry 
enthusiasts for many future generations. If the 
time ever comes when the Conference board 
deems it necessary to sell Daycholah, this 
agreement sets forth a proportionally equitable 
distribution of proceeds to both organizations.  
 
In late fall, we listed the Trost Center for sale 
with the help of 360 Commercial Real Estate. 
Several offers were forthcoming, and we 
accepted the strongest one in terms of financial 
gain and ideal future use. Under the $1.35 
million sale agreement, the Trost Center will be 
transformed into a holistic health clinic offering 
counseling, massage therapy and chiropractic 
care. The proceeds from the Trost Center, 
coupled with funds from the sale of two 
adjacent lots a few years back, constitute the 
bulk of the investment needed to purchase 
Daycholah Center. We expect the sale to close 
and the Conference staff to move by early 
spring.   
 
Many thanks to those of you who have 
expressed concern about the effects of this 
move on current and former Conference staff. 
The Trost Center has been a beautiful and 
beloved home for us. Although such a change  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001f99qjB2QL9bAiNdVQ45gRKpv-l4QdSzQnuu1aAqpr_JOw_d15QQdUo7OyrM4rYH_Yj1wvMKLAX-DkJ8FUsz9YeC8vTyg7JU_UjThIC34qRWocERwPz8C2hXAI5IkFCnJQB5R7lbjGJABEWzyCs3IaITHYyaxWAw4&c=S5tY8IBagGUDPs_kjbiISNfdxf49j5FAzhnC3W4ssQQoVUvSz_cyrQ==&ch=Eccknj-bACTWRLd-0Qnp67PpTV0p4Aahf_A8Ex_rBBKxhaNXW2B32A==
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inevitably brings anxiety and grief, the staff has 
responded with amazing resilience and even 
excitement about how the future will unfold. 
Most of the staff will work remotely nearly all 
the time, while four or five of us will spend a 
few days a week at Daycholah Center. By 
March, all of us will be available to you by 
direct cell phone extension.  
 
I want you to know we understand the 
importance of various artifacts, artwork and 
worship accoutrements (Lord’s table, baptismal 
font, candles, etc.) that have special meaning 
to some among us. We are working through 
the decisions of what stays (most of the 
furniture), what goes to Daycholah (many of 
the files and office equipment) and what needs 
a new home. In March we plan to have a 
farewell open house, with time for stories 
and a litany of departure, as well as an 
opportunity for people to peruse all 
undesignated items (books and artifacts) 
that will be given away.  
 
Finally, I want to thank the Conference board 
of directors for their faithful deliberations. Many 
thanks, as well, to the UCCI board, led so 
capably through a challenging 2022 by Chair 
Tom Bayer, and to the Rev. James Schleif, the 
newly settled UCCI executive director. 
Collectively, we thank you for your trust in our 
prayerful decision making. We invite your 
questions and welcome your feedback and 
promise to you our best efforts in discerning 
the Spirit’s continued calling for the vital 
ministries of the Wisconsin Conference of the 
United Church of Christ.   
 
Yours in humble service to the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, Franz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Staff Changes 
 
Dear friends and colleagues:  

I’m excited to share the news that the Rev. Dr. 

Stephanie Perdew has been called by the 

Wisconsin and Minnesota conferences as 

the new director of the Damascus Project.  

Stephanie is a lifelong member of the United 

Church of Christ. She received a bachelor’s 

degree in religion and Native American Studies 

from St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota, 

and a master of divinity from Garrett-

Evangelical Theological Seminary in Evanston, 

Illinois, from which she also earned Ph.D. She 

served in parish ministry for 25 years, has 

served on the adjunct faculties of McCormick 

Theological Seminary and the University of 

Chicago Divinity School, and is an affiliate 

professor of Christian history at Garrett. She 

holds certificates in online education and in 

spiritual guidance training. For the past year, 

she has served on the Illinois Conference UCC 

staff as an interim associate conference 

minister. She is an enrolled tribal citizen of the 

Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma and co-chairs 

Garrett’s Indigenous Study Committee.  

 
The Rev. Michael Jones will begin his 

service as associate conference minister 

for the Northwest Association on Jan. 23. 

Michael currently serves as pastor of St. John 

UCC in Arlington Heights Illinois. A native of 

northeast Ohio, Michael received a bachelor’s 

degree in religious studies from Indiana 

University, where he was a member of the 

swim team, and a master of divinity from 

Harvard Divinity School. He, his spouse, Blake, 

and their two young daughters will reside in 

Eau Claire. In an interview with Wisconsin 

Conference Life, Michael talked about topics 

including his call to ministry, lessons learned 

from the COVID-19 pandemic, the ways in 

which sports shaped his approach to 
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leadership, and his brush with Olympic royalty. 

This interview has been edited for length and 

clarity. 

What was your journey to the UCC? 

I grew up in a small, Midwestern holiness 

denomination that was very different from the 

UCC. I grew up saturated with church, very 

involved with the youth group, which met three 

times a week. During college, I become 

acquainted with the UCC, introduced to it by 

one of the “God Is Still Speaking” commercials. 

The message that you are welcome no matter 

who you are is something I had never heard 

before. I definitely felt I’d always be involved in 

church but never thought it would be pastoral 

ministry. Part of it is what I grew up in – I didn’t 

think I could be a minister. Then, about halfway 

through college, two years into a music degree 

at a prestigious music school, I had an 

epiphany and realized I wanted to be a local 

church pastor. 

I pretty much love everything about being a 

pastor. I value the place of spiritual community, 

growth and connectedness with other people 

and God. In a culture that’s becoming 

increasingly divided, the church can be a place 

where people can come no matter who they 

are. And in the UCC, whatever your beliefs or 

whoever you are, you are welcome. 

 
Staff Announcements from UCCI (United 

Church Camps Incorporated) 

January often comes with a reflection of the 
past year and a more clearly focused vision of 
the future. A large part of creating a vision for 
United Church Camps, Inc. (UCCI) and 
bringing it to life relies on steady and devoted 
leadership. With that top of mind and after 
prayerful consideration, the UCCI Board of 
Directors is pleased to announce that it has 

named Rev. James Schleif as executive 
director. Schleif has been serving as interim 
executive director since April 2022. 
  
"Jim has handled organizational challenges 
and this transition with incredible grace and 
thoughtfulness. He is a collaborative leader 
focused on listening, building relationships, and 
positioning UCCI to succeed while staying true 
to the mission of the organization," said Tom 
Bayer, Board President. "In the interim role, 
Jim has earned the trust of the board and we 
are confident that he will continue to faithfully 
guide UCCI in the years to come." 
  
Daycholah Center UCCI is excited to 
welcome Amanda Edwards as managing 
director. Amanda looks forward to bringing her 
experience, skills, and spiritual gifts to our 
guests and team.  
Amanda shares, "I am thrilled to share my 
passions for building community, fostering 
spirituality, and connecting with nature with the 
UCCI community. I grew up in Iowa, but the 
woods and waters of Wisconsin are my family’s 
home away from home. Moving to Daycholah 
Center and the Green Lake community is a 
dream come true. What an ideal place to 
integrate my experience as an educator, camp 
administrator, and pastor! I am joined at 
Daycholah Center with my family (including 
three children ages 17, 13, and 11) and can't 
wait to begin connecting with you." 
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Thank You We Have Received 

Dogs2DogTags 
“On behalf of Dogs2dogTags, we would like to 
personally thank you for the donation of 
$127.60.  With your help, we can continue to 
help our veterans who are struggling with 
transition to civilian life due to post-combat 
stress and anxiety. 
 
Not only will your donation help us 
with the cost of training and placing 
dogs, but it will also help us to fund a 
new program called Laika’s Fund.  
The purpose of Laika’s fund to 
provide grants for Veterans who 
need financial assistance keeping 
their own companion animal.  This 
could include training costs, veterinarian 
assistance, dog supplies, dog food, 
flea/heartworm assistance, etc. … 
Our team at Dogs2DogTags could not do the 
important work we do without your generosity. 
Thank you for your support. Sincerely, Torre 
Willadsen, Founder 
 
 
 
Angel Hugs 
Dear members,  
Thank you so much for creating the pocket 
hugs!  They are adorable, we know the 
children will love them!   
 
With gratitude, Jessica James 
(note:  If you are interested in crocheting these 
adorable little hearts, please see Joyce Loy.) 
 
Thank you to the donation of $100 for the 
Youth Event held here on January 18th.  Your 
generosity is greatly appreciated, as well as 
your commitment to the future of the Church of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Rural Church Fellowship is planning a 
Sheephead Event at Bethlehem UCC on 
February 5th, 2023.   

Snowdate February 19th. A fun event to raise 
funds for local food pantries.  

 

Lakeland University invites us to: 

Never Forget A Holocaust Survivor’s Story 

February 16, 6:30-8 

Please contact Bonnie Ziegler at 920-565-
1021, ext. 2151 

Or contact her at zieglerbl@lakeland.edu to 
register.  

  

Tentative Bell Choir Practices: 
  
Wednesday, February 8th             7 – 8 
Wednesday, February 15h            7 – 8   
Wednesday, February 22nd           6 – 6:45pm 
Wednesday, March 1st             following Lenten 
Service 
Wednesday, March 8th             following Lenten 
Service 
Wednesday, March 15th           following Lenten 
Service 
Wednesday, March 29th          following Lenten 
Service 
Wednesday, April 5th                     7 - 8 
Wednesday, April 12th                   7 - 8 
Wednesday, April 19th                   7 – 8 
Wednesday, April 26th                   7 - 8 

Wednesday, May 3rd                     7 – 8 
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Consistory Minutes  

January 10, 2023 

Members Present: Kim Rietbrock (via zoom), 
Rachel Voss, Randy Henschel, Jamie 
Weidemann, Mary Johnston, Steve Blohm, 
Pastor Diane Cayemberg. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:31 pm.  
 
Regular Meeting 
The secretary minutes from December were 
reviewed. There was a motion (Mary/Steve) to 
approve the minutes.  The motion carried 
unanimously.  
 
The treasurer reports were reviewed for 
December. There was a motion (Mary/Steve) 
to approve all the treasurer reports.  The 
motion carried unanimously.  
 
Pastor’s Report: 

• Sunday school held their Christmas 

program on December 18th, and it went 

very well 

• Christmas Eve service was cancelled 

due to inclement weather 

• January 15th Rural Church Fellowship at 

Bethlehem UCC 

Old Business: 

• Review of upcoming Schedule: 

• January 29th – Communion  

• February 5th – Annual Meeting. 

Church worship will begin at 9:30 

am with the meeting to follow the 

service. NO Sunday School that 

day. 

• February 22nd – Ash Wednesday 

– Lent begins 

• March 26th – Youth led worship 

with Faith Statements 

• April 2nd – Confirmation 

 

 

• Reviewed Budget Updates – no 

changes needed to be made  

• Reviewed Agenda for the Annual 

Meeting – no changes needed to be 

made  

• Currently waiting on the 

Mainstream report, the 

Endowment Fund report, Mission 

Worship minutes & Youth Leader 

Minutes 

• After the annual meeting a new posting 

of committees and duties will be posted 

New Business 

• Pastor Diane reported that the Worship 

Committee is making plans for lent 

services, including possible soup 

suppers and guest speakers. 

• Lakeland University is having a Justice 

Themed Camp for junior senior High 

School students. The cost will be $100 

including housing and meals. The 

Consistory agreed that we would offer 

scholarships from the Christian 

Education Budget if a church youth was 

interested in attending the Camp.    

There was a motion (Steve/Randy) to adjourn 
at 7:07 pm. The motion carried unanimously.  
We ended with the Lord’s prayer.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Rachel Voss 
 
 

  

  

 


