
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 From the Pastor 
Christmas has come and gone.  We were all 
busy weren’t we? It is wonderful to see the 
Sunday School Program and all the young 
people leading worship.  Families have 
gathered and shared special time together.  
Christmas Eve carols were sung, bringing back 
memories of years gone by. The Bell Choir 
played making Christmas Day special.  Now 
we face January. 
 When I was younger January was more 
fun.  Now I dread the cold, the snow, and the 
short days. How did we sled or skate for hours 
without our fingers or toes freezing off?  
However, by January the hours of sunlight 
have started to get longer.  With the sunlight 
our experience tells us more light will bring us 
more warmth.  Our experience keeps hope 
alive.  Spring will come.   
 During Advent we went through the 
themes of Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy.  These 
words, concepts, can help us make every day 
better.  They can help make our life better and 
even the world better.   
 In Fall we started to look at the Long 
Range Plan.  We are a small committee, but 
with Faye and Carol we had an understanding 
of the work of those that do the screens for 
Worship Services.  As it turned out, I did not 
quite understand all that we talked about.   
 Jesus told us not to worry, that worrying 
would not add even one minute to our life.  And 
that is very good advice, but I think Bethel 
having a Long Range Plan is also a very good 
thing.   It helps to keep alive the Hope of the 
church’s future.  When we consider the current 
needs of the congregation, and try to imagine 
what the needs will be in the future it allows us 
to plan and prepare.   

 Something that many 
churches are dealing with is a reduction of 
numbers in attendance.  Nationwide 
attendance has been on the decline for several 
decades.  The 1950’s were the pinnacle years 
of church membership and attendance in the 
United States of America.   
 The pandemic accelerated that trend.  
Initially we had no worship services, then many 
churches went online for worship.  Now as we 
have returned to in person worship many 
churches are mourning the low numbers of 
people in the pews.  As I keep saying, I feel 
blessed to be with you at Bethel, for we have 
not had as significant loss in attendance as 
many churches have experienced.   
 How do we keep our hope alive for the 
church?   I would say that we remember that it 
is not our church, but rather God’s church.  
Bethel, as Fred Kraemer pointed out means 
the home of God.  We are gifted with it for but 
a twinkle of time in eternity.  So first and 
foremost, I would say to you, Our Hope Is In 
The Lord, Maker Of Heaven And Earth.  
 If we live with the Hope that our faith 
gives us it brings you peace.  In the last 
months we have lived with concern for world 
peace.  We pray for it, we lit a candle for it, we 
donated funds for the refugees.  Peace as lack 
of war is one thing, but inner peace is another 
thing altogether.  As Jesus prepared to leave 
his disciples he told them, “Peace I leave with 
you; my peace I give to you; not as the world 
gives do I give to you.  Let not your hearts be 
troubled, neither let them be afraid.”  (John 
14:27)   
 Jesus gave his followers Peace, 
encouraging them not to live in fear.  Rather he 
wanted them to live in the way he lived.  And 
that is meant for us today, as we the followers 
of Jesus are to live as he lived.  In the Gospel 
of John he also tells us, “A new commandment 
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I give to you, that you love one another; even 
as I have loved you, that you also love one 
another.  By this all men (people) will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.”  (John 13: 34-35) Love helps us to 
forgive, and to live with more gratitude, and to 
live with joy.  Joy in seeing one another, joy in 
spending time together, joy in spending time 
with God. Joy adds meaning to our lives.   
 As the new year begins, I ask that you 
consider what brings you joy?  Can you carve 
out a little more time for Joy in your schedule?  
Is there something that is more of a chore than 
a source of joy that you can let go of?  In this 
new year perhaps we all should take another 
look at our own life’s Long Range Plan.   
How can we live with more Hope, and Peace, 
and Love, and Joy?  May God lead us on a 
path filled with these.  Amen. 

 

 

Spring Raffle Fundraiser 

Happy New Year everyone!  I will be sending in 
for the Raffle license renewal in January, so I 
am already getting into "Raffle Mode"!!  
January is a great time to find good sales on 
things that you may consider as Raffle prizes. 
Donation sheets will be out in March and Raffle 
prize lists will again be ready by Easter.  
Thanks for a great year in 2022 and I'm looking 
forward to having another great year in 2023. 
Carol Roethel  

 

 

Sunday School News 
We will not have any Sunday school classes 
the whole month of January.  We will begin 
again on February 12th at 8:45. The teachers 
are wishing the students a Happy and Healthy 
New Year.  Mardell 

 
 
 

Consistory Minutes  

December 6th, 2022 

Members Present: Kim Rietbrock, Randy 
Henschel, Jamie Weidemann, Mary Johnston, 
Steve Blohm 
. 
The meeting was called to order at 6:35 pm.  
 
Regular Meeting 
The secretary minutes from November were 
reviewed. There was a motion (Steve/Mary) to 
approve the minutes.  The motion carried 
unanimously.  
 
The treasurer reports were reviewed for 
November. There was a motion (Steve/Randy) 
to approve all the treasurer reports.  The 
motion carried unanimously.  
 
Pastor Diane submitted her Pastor’s Report 
prior to trip departure: 

• Dave from the Sheboygan County 

Health Department came to church to 

test water. 

• A bell choir quartet and Jodi provided 

some of the music for a wonderful 

Thanksgiving Eve Service at Bethlehem 

UCC. 

•  Liturgies, Newsletter articles and 

Pastor’s Annual Report have all be sent 

to Cindy. 

• The Sunday School Program will be 

December 18th. 

Special Reports: 

• The Audit Team of Jim Raquet and 

Faye Spindler completed review of the 

financial reports with no concerns 

reported.    

Old Business: 
1.  Review of upcoming Schedule: 

• December 11th – Cary Knier Johannes 

will lead worship. 

• December 18th – Sunday School 

Christmas program. 
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• December 24th – 6pm Church Service 

• December 25th – Christmas Day – 

Communion and Bell Choir Performance 

and last day of church service giving to 

be counted in 2022. 

• January 8th – All reports due to Cindy for 

Annual Meeting booklet preparation. 

• January 29th – Communion.  

• February 5th – Annual Meeting. Church 

worship will begin at 9:30 am with the 

meeting to follow the service. NO 

Sunday School or Communion that day. 

2. Reviewed congregation member’s 

request to return to offering collection 

during service. Procedure with offering 

plate in back of church will continue.  

Jamie suggested reminder that 

members can contact her to take 

advantage of ACH for automatic 

payments to church.   

3. The proposed 2023 Budget was 

reviewed and discussed.  

4. Agenda items for the Annual Meeting 

were discussed. 

5. The Nominating Committee reported the 

following nominees for the Consistory: 

a. Financial Secretary: Faye 

Spindler 

b. Building Fund Director – Daniel 

Huber 

  New Business 
1. The group decided that since church 

attendance and roster documentation is 

not required or used for anything any 

longer, it is not necessary to be 

completed weekly 

2. The group discussed creation of a 

committee to review possible 

consolidation of consistory positions and 

review of how accounting should be 

handled by the church.  The group will 

ask Dennis Roethel to chair a committee 

to review church positions. 

 
 

 
 
There was a motion (Randy/Steve) to adjourn 
at 7:35 pm. The motion carried unanimously.  
We ended with the Lord’s prayer.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Kim Rietbrock 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


